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ADDERDUM TO
'.$. STEEL, FAIRFIELD WORKS

HOTE: This report is an addendum. ‘The new racord napa reflects
the historico name of the strucktura.

HAER No. AL-37

Location: Eight miles southweat of the Birmingham City
Center, Fairfield, Jefferson County, Alsboma.
The aite is generally bound by Interstate
2055 on the east and south; Tin M11l Road (=T,
the west; and Ensley-Pleasant Grove Road Ho.
/5 ot the north. The planta are accesaed by
exites from I 20-59 at Valley Avenue and Tin
Mill Road. The Fairfield Works site i=
aitunted in Opossunm Valley at the Foot of
Flint Ridge te the sputheast. The dawvelaped
portion of the =ite gently slopex to the

Bouthwapt.
Date of
Congtruction: 1909=19808
Pregent Owner: WSX Corporation
Buildex)
ArchitectfEnginesr: Multiple
Projact
Information: This report 1= based upon written
documentation donated by the Birmingham
Histoerical Seciety, reformeatted te  Pit
HABS/HAER guidelines.
Dezcription: Aotive  induetrial production facilities

include threa @Q-Bop (basic oxysen process)
furnaces, the High-Line, & continucus twin
2lab casting facility, No. 0 blagt furnace, &
seamless plpe and other plate mills, Harbison-
Walker Refractories brickmaking plant and the
Vilcan Materials slag procossing plant. To
the snst of these plants are tha atacks of the
recently demolished Ensley opan=hearth and
blast furnacea. To the waoh of the current
gperating facilities are the tin, strip and
Eheet pille, the machine, fabricating and axle
shops and storege facilities no lenger in usae.
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Since its constructien in 1917, the Fairfield
Works has remained the largest steel mill in
the southeaat. Its blast furnace plant hae
historieally featured the largest furnaces in
the Zouth and the Mo, & Purnace, the only
furnace currently standing, is one aof the
largest in the United States., While most of
the older structures and facilities have baan
modifiad or replaced, the current facllitias
including & seapless pipe mill, ¢-BOP ateal
furnaces and continusus caster ara all "etatae
of the art" redern facilities.
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HISTORICAL CVERVIEW

On Novapber 5, 1907, U.5. Steel acquired the entire assste of TCI,
then the EBirmingham District's atrengest industriazl corporation
with principal iron and steel producing facilitiea at Enaley and
ora and coal mining operations scattered over 20k of tha Jefferscn
County. Following the take over, U.S. Stesl bagan developnent of
naw preduction facilities at a new town, originmally called Coray
for the president of U.5. Staal, put later renamed Falrfisld, due
to the president’s scandalocus diverce.

During 1909, TCI began constyuction of &4 coke hy-producte plant at
Fairfield, when completed it Iincluded 200 Hoppars-type ovens.
Harkison-Walker Refractories of Pittaburgh, mekers of Firabrick and
tile, ‘completed thelr Fairfield plant, still coperating, during
1909. The American Steel and Wirve Conpany alse began censtructicon
of a plant im 1910. During the 13148, TCI alas constructed an
industrial water systen and opened extensive new coal nines at
Docena, Edgewater and Bayview.

Werld War I lncreased demand for local stesl production. Im 1917,
TCI expanded facilities at Falrfield to roll structural and plate
steasl cast at Enslay inte shapes for shipbuilding. Subsidiary
conpanies in Hobile built 14 ships. TCI‘E World Wer I capacity
included production of 1.2 million tons of pig irom; 700,000 tone
of steel ingota; 330,00 tone of rails and 41,000 tons of bars and
plates. After the war, these Fairfield mille were capvartsd o rail
car produoctisn and Iater disaseesbled and moved to Beszemar ta form
the nucleus of the Pullman Standard coperation, long Bessemer's
largest employer.

During the 1920z, TCIYs Birmingham plants sould atil}l assemble the
raw materisals for making steel mors cheaply than anywhere in the
counRtry. And as =southern markets increased, TCI awpanded tha
staeal-making and finishing oparations at Palirfield, supplying S0%
of the scuthern stesl market. Completisn of a merchant will in
1522 and a cheet mill in 1926 provided a major ssuree of stecl
supply far manufacturers and fabricators throughout the Scuth.
With millse operating at full capacity, steel production peaked in
1526, TCYI produced 1.4 million tone of steel ingots and 590,00 tons
of ateel valils. During 1928 blast furnace and coke oven capacities
increagsed and a cotkan tle and hoop aill was bullt.

By World War II, TCI was by far the largest preducer of primary
steel in the regieh and supplled huge guantities of ite productse to
southern marmefacturerse of defense itens tanging from artillery
shaells to merchant ships. Additiosns to the furnaces and nills were
made at this time. By the late 19403, TCI plants,. extending from
Enaley to Falrfield and on to Bossemer, boasted a total snmnal
capacity of 3 millien tens of finished hot-rolled steal preducts
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inclueding rails, structural shapes, plates, rainfaraing reds, bars,
ingots, blooma and billekts for forging. During the 19508, coal
mires at Concord amd iven production facilitiss at Ensley wara
impreved. TCI employed as mamy as 28,000 perscns at this tima.

U.8. 5tasl retained the TCI name in Birmingham, firet az s
aubsidiary and then as a division untll 1964 when all of the
company’s baglc steel-naking operations lest thelr Geparate
identity throuwgh copeelidation. At that time the Ensley and
Fairfield Works were conbined inte the Falvfiald Works and the
local division offices noved from FPairfield to Pittsburegh.

Biuring the 19608, increased coppetition frem facilities in Texms
and other foreign and donestic proeducers reduced Biraingham's share
of steal preduction to 18% of the ateel made in the Sonth.

Beginning in 1974, U.5. Stesl uyndertook major plant expansicns
installing three Q-BOP (baslc oxygen process) furnacas By 1a7E.
These furnaces can produce 200 tone in 30 to 40 minutes and
5,000,000 tons annually. During 1978, U.S. Stes]l alge installed
a new battery of coke ovens and the behemoth Ko. B Blast furpnace.
This computerized operation is capable of casting 5,000 tens of
iron (the eguivalent of 80 Vulcan statues) per day. During the
1980, V.d3. S5tesl complated constouction of a mejor steel pipe mill
at an estimated cost of SEO0 million.

V.5. Steael, now TUSX's, investments Iin the Failrfield plants during
the L5305 are estimated at $1 billion. The continued efficiency
and medernization of the Warrior-Tosbigbee Waterway wers important
in the decision to modarnize facilities at Palirfield. USX anploye
2,500 persons at tha Fairfield plant.

The No. 8 Furnace, the thres Q-Bops, elab casting, rolling and pipe
mills, as well as firebrick and slag processing and transportation
facilities, all reworked-rebuilt during the 19705 and 1980z, arae in
metive use. Equipment in the tin, strip, and sheet mills, the
machine, fabricating and axle shops and storage fasilitles is no
longer in use. Eguipment in these facilities is baing sold and
scrapped and facilities prepared for reuwse. MHistorical struckures
28Y be demclished during the constructlion of new aperations at this
active industrial facility.

Significant Histerie Structures and Groupe of Structures Remeining
include the following:

7
Purnaces Nos. 5, 6, and 7 and the remaining structures such as het
blaat stoves are bkeing demeolished. The Ho. & Furnaece, cohstructed
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in the late 13708, currently supplies iron Far the thres {-BOP open
hearth furnaces complated fn 1974 and 1978, Dxily irom production
is 5,000 to 6,000 tons: annual iron praduction is 7850 millien tons.

This slab cagter, installad in the 1980 to cagte single or twin
2labs, ia wnique in the vorld. During March 1382, this plant aet
a Horth Americen record with 10 daye (308 heata} of uninterrupted
caspting.

How U.E. Stasl=-USY Coke and Chemicals Division
Enslay=-Plassant Grove Road (T2 76} at intersectlen with Tin Mill
Raxd (JC 59)

This plant is no lenger in operation. Buildings and structures
remain.

Entrance to west of Ensley-Pleamant Grove Doad

This plant is still in cperatien.

How USX Pipe Mill

FPirst plant antrance wost of Fairfield, to north of Valley ERoad
The original headquarters building is still atanding. The site af
the plants hae boen redevaloped a8 pipe mill plant in the 18g0a.

Hew USH Pipe Works
Valley Road (J¢ 8s8)

05X ¢ Bop Furnaces

The three furnaces produce c. two millfen tone of stesl BTMMUALLy.
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